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Correct the source and restore the original appearance of history

——Questions about Lijuan Yang's two articles on T. K. Huang and China petroleum exploration

Lisheng Zhang * ©

Abstract

Lijuan Yang’s two papers on T. K. Huang and oil-gas reconnaissance in China during the 1950s acknowledge
the theory of continental origin of petroleum, which was proposed by Zhongxiang Pan in 1941 and T. K. Huang
in 1943. Yang asserts that the Report on Geological Investigation of Some Qil-Fields in Sinkiang established the
concept that "oil generated in continental strata could form economically significant oil fields."Yang argued that
T. K. Huang confidently suggested that the Songliao and North China continental basins could form large oil
fields. Yang emphasized that T. K. Huang's assertion that "Mesozoic and Cenozoic large continental basins are
the primary targets for oil exploration,” particularly focusing on four promising areas: Sichuan, Ordos, Songliao,
and North China basins. According to Yang, the theory of continental origin of petroleum served as the
theoretical foundation for Songliao and North China oil exploration. Yang attributed the discovery of the Daging
oilfield primarily to T. K. Huang and claimed that T. K. Huang surpassed theoretical limitations and challenged
the notion that China was oil-poor. However, these assertions contradict historical facts.
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Figure 1. C. Y. Shieh's 1929 book Petroleum on deltaic deposits favorable for formation and accumulation of
petroleum
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oil types found in Sinkiang. Since oils from the great fields of the world are of marine origin and since
continental oil, so far as known, plays an insignificant role in world oil industry, it becomes evident that, if the
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economically important fields may be discovered and exploited there.”
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Figure 1. Archival materials on C. Y. Shieh’s introduction on the Eastern Plains to Soviet experts (the Central
Archives, archival code: 196-6-050-1. Provided by Yangdong Hu from the Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, CAS)
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Figure 3. The North China Plain in the Report on the First Petroleum Survey Working Meeting of the oil
Reconnaissance, the Reconnaissance Committee, the Ministry of Geology, PRC
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