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Original Article

Some questions about the book titled the History of Development of
Geological Sciences in China

Lisheng Zhang *©

Abstract

The monograph A History of the Development of Geological Science in China is more a history of the
development of China's geological cause than a history of the development of China's geological sciences.
The book's description of the first geological college in New China is false. Furthermore, the author of this
article questions the book's description of several historical facts related to China's oil surveys, coalfield
geological exploration, and uranium geological exploration in the 1950s, as well as its profiles of key figures.
The most important thing for a history book is to provide true and reliable history. However, the book A
History of the Development of Geological Science in China falls far short of reliable history in the areas I'm
familiar with.
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Figure 1. Cover (left) and list (right) of Writing Personnel of The History of Development of Geological
Sciences in China
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Figure 2. Celebration of the Nanjing Institute of Geology and Prospecting
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Figure 3. Graduation ceremony of the Nanjing Institute of Geology and Prospecting
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Figure 8. The passage in Huang's letter about his proposal of four key oil exploration areas in his Chronicle
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Figure 9. Discussion on the North China Plain in the "Report on the First Petroleum Survey Working
Conference" by the Geological Survey Committee of the Ministry of Geology (Central Archives (Ministry of
Natural Resources Archives), Archive No. 196, Catalog No. 4, File No. 0260, Serial No. 3)
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Figure 10. Huang's discussion of the North China Plain in his report "Preliminary Opinions on the Zoning of
Oil and Gas Prospects in my country" delivered at the Ministry of Geology's Petroleum Geology Conference
in 1957 (Central Archives (Ministry of Natural Resources Archives), Archive No. 196, Catalog No. 6, File No. 050,
Serial No. 1)
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Figure 11. Huang's discussion of the Songliao Plain in his report "Preliminary Opinions on the Zoning of Oil

and Gas Prospects in my country™ delivered at the Ministry of Geology's Petroleum Geology Conference in
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Figure 12. Cover and last page of {Brief Report on the Uranium Mine Seedlings at Huanggiangping,
Zhongshan County, Guangxi) by C.Y. Hsieh (National Geological Information Center, file number 2618) Huang's
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Figure 11. C.Y. Hsieh's China Exploration Plan and Plan No. 9-1950: Uranium and Thorium Exploration
Plan: Detailed surveys at Haicheng, Dafangshen, and other locations in Liaodong; drilling at Huanggiangping

in Zhongshan, Guangxi; and field exploration in Heilongjiang, Suiyuan, and Taiwan (National Geological
Information Center, File No. 1322)
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